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* ANtw Telbif the Clurch of Englands Loyaltyi 1! 
Have often conlider'd,” but could never yet find 4 conv\r- 

I cing reaſon, why that part of the Nation, Cwhich'is con- 
monly call'd the, Church of Faugtand) fhvuld dare appry- 
priate to Themſelves alone the Principles of true Loyalty, and 
that no other Church or Cormunion on Earth can be confiſtent 

with Monarchy, or indeed with any Government. 

This is a Preſumption' of ſo high a nature, that renders the 
Church of England a deſpicable Egemy £0 the reſt of Man-kind : 
For what can be more ridiculous than to ſay, that a Congrega- 
tion of People calling themſelves a Church, which cannot pre- 
tend ta an [»fallibility, even in matters of Faith, having lince 
their firſt Inſtitution,mad: ſeveral Fundamental changes of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, ſhould however aſſume to them(elves an 7»- 
errability in point of Civil Obedience to the Temporal Magi- 
{trate? Or what can be more injurious, than to aver, that no 
other SeZ or Community on Earth from the riſing to the ſetting 


' Sun, can be capable of this fingular Gift of Loyalty? So that 


the Church of England alone (if you have Faith enough to be- 
leve her own Teſtimony,) is that Beautiful Spouſe of Chrift, 
Haly in her DoFrine, and Infalible in her Duty to the Supream 
Magiſtrate, whom {by a Revelation peculiar to her (elf, (he 
owns both for her Temporal and Spiritual Head. But I doubt 
much whether her ipſe dixit alone will paſs currant with all 
the Nations of the Univerſe, without making further ſearch 
intothe Verity of this bold Aſſertion. 

We will allow them, however (and that's the only thing in 
my opinion, they can value themſelves upon,) that moſt of the 
Members of this Comprunton have been Faithful and Serviceable 
to K. Ch.1. durin the unhappy Commotions. in his Reizn . 
But they muſt allow Us on the other hand, that it was th: 
Ambition of thar Chxrch to force an Univerſal Uniformi-+ «- 
her Liturgy and Diſcipline, occalion'd that War; and i}. 
good King loſt both his Life and Crown in the Attempt. A: 
I pray what work of Super-errogation is it in them, ns: t: 

A 2 h 2v© 


) 


(4) 
have joyn'd with the Common Enemy to cut their own Thtoats? 
Or to have done that which the Law of Nature diQates to e- 
very individual in his own defence? The caſe of the Romanifts 

in thoſe days was quite different from theirs,for they freely ex- 
pos'd their Lives and Fortunes in the Kings Service, without 
any regard or proſpect of ſelf. Intereſt : For whether His Ma- 
jeſty loſt or won,they expeRed no Benefit by the change. They 
were to hope for no Quarter from the Rebels(for it was never 
known that any of their Communion ſerv'd that Party :) And 
on the other fide the King Himſelf ſeem'd to difown them in 
all Treaties with the Parliament,and Baniſh'd them at laſt both 
from His Cours and Army, to comply with the importunities of 
His own Proteſtant Party, who would needs have it ſo. It is 
much doubted whether thoſe of the Church of England, had 
they met with Recompenſes of this kind, would have been half 
ſo forward to ſervea Prince, who inſtead of cheriſhing and re: 

warding, (ſhould reje& and Baniſh them 3 tho' they take never 

ſo much pains now to perſ[wade the World, that Loyalty is of 

the Eſſence of their Religion, Let us but examine the car- 

riage and behaviour of this Church, both in her Infancy, and 

now in her Old Age, and we ſhall eaſily perceive the. vaſt 

difference between the Loyalty of her Members to Catholick 
Princes, and the Fidelity of Catholicks to Proteſtant Kings. 

She began her Infancy under Edward VI. an [nfant King, 
when that Famous Confeſſzor of Faith was compil'd of 39 Arti- 
cles, No ſooner was Edward call'd away, but ſhe endeavour'd 
with all her Might and Power to (et up a Brat of her own to 
poſſeſs the Crown, and to Exclude Queen Mary the only Legi- 
timate Chud of Henry VIII. becauſe (he was a Catholick- After 
Oi een Mary's Death, Elizabeth, a known B——d, rais'd this 
Prelatick ProteIFancy call'd the Ch. of Eng. as a Prop to ſupport 
the weakneſs of her Title : And they, no ſooner found them- 
ſelves re-eſtabliſh'd, than They EnaGted theſe blood Cazibal 
Laws /a ſufficient Teſtimony of their Moderation and Ten- 
derneſs) to Pang, D2atd and Quarter the J2iefts of the Lt- 
ving God, from whom they themſelves pretend to deriye their 
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immediate Succeſhon : Laws that have been, and are to this 
day, abhorr'd and exclalm'd again(t by all the Reform'd C hur- 
ches of Chriſtendom. Impriſonment, Baniſhment, and Confiſcation 
of Goods, were the moderate Ch. of Englands Laws in favour 
of the L ayity, but ſeverely Executed in thoſe days. And to 
Crown the extraordinary Loyalty of the Members of this Church, 
they barbarouſly Murder'd the undoubted Queen of Scotlend, 
the Queen Dowager of France, and the Lawful Heir of the 
Crown of England, inhumanely denying ber a Prieſt of her 
own Communion to afliſt her in the Agony of Death. 

The greateſtZealots of the Church of England will not, hope, 
have the confidence to alledge that this execrable Fa&, and the 
firſt of the kind, was contriv'd, and executed by Presbyterians, 
Independants or Anabaptiſts: Our Records and Hiſtories clear- 
ly make out, that the Members of That Church were the only 
Men who then voted in Parliement, who fate in Council, who 
were the Commiſſioners delegated, to Try, and Condemn Mary 

ueen of Scots, and the Lawful Queen of Eng. whom they 
beheaded on a publick Scaftold,to the Scandal and Reproach of 
Chriſtianity: And this done without the leaſt Remorſe or Re- 
pentance, no Prelate, Peer, Judge,or Senator of that Communion 
having ever yet declar'd his reſentment againſt this barbarous 
AQt. Behold here an incomparable ſort of Loyalty, to ſet up the 
Title of a Baſtard, and to Murder the Legitimate Ieir. And ſore 
have affirm'd in Printthat K; Charles I. came tothe ſameTragical 
end, for being too Zealouſly Devoted to a Church, which prov'd ſo 
Ernel and Treacherous to His Grand: mother; and gave the firſt pres 
fident of cutting off a Crown'd Head by the hands of a Hang- man. 

If therefore alliſting a V/arper to invade the Crown, if C on- 
demning and Executing the L awful Prince, if Perſecuting their 
fellow Subje@s with Death,end Confiſcation of Goods 5 and if ſtan» 
ding out in oppoſition to their Sovereign, when he is of another Reli- 
gion ; If theſe ſay,be (ufficient teſtimones of Z oyalty, we mult 
own the Church of England to have been hitherto unparallel'd 
in her Duty. But if this be not the true Teſt of Loyal SubjeRs, 


I doubt our Rock of Zoyelty, will ſoon degenerate into a Rock 
of 
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of Scandal,of Diſobedience and Rebellion : whereof we need 
no further. Evidence than her preſent behaviournow in her 

O!d Age, towards our Gracious Sovereign King JAMES II. 
H:s Sacred Majeſty no ſooner took Poſleſlion of theThrone, 
then He was Graciovuſly pleaſed to make a moſt favourable De- 
claration \n behalf of the Members of the Charch of England, 
prom:ling to maintain that Church as it was by Law Eſtabliſh- 
ed : And this early Promiſe from a Prince, who was known to 
be always true to His Word, ſeem'd to elevate their drooping 
Spirits, and diiſipate thoſe diſmal Clouds of fearful Apprehen- 
fions, which their ill jealouſie was apt enough to conceive of a 
Prince of the Yoman Communion. So that it might be rationally 
expected from a People ſo Prudcnt and Loyal as theſe of the 
Church of England would pals for in the World, to do ſome- 
thing on their part,that might expreſs a grateful acknowledge- 
ment-which could be no le(s than the Repeal of the Sanguinary 
Penal Lavs.and the late Impious TESTS : The firſt being pure» 
poſely EnaQted to maintain the Vſarpation of Queen Eliz. and 
the laſt being contriv'd defignedly to Exclude the preſent 
King: But my Loyal Gentlemen have been hitherto ſo far out 
of the right Byaſs,that in lieu of taking off the Teſts and Penal 
Laws, ( which all People expected from rhem in point of Gra. 
titude and good Manners) they made a ſolemn Addreſs to His 
Majeity, that none ſhould be imploy'd who were not capaci- 
tated by the ſaid Laws and Teſts to bear Offices Civil and Mi- 
litary. That 1s to ſay in ſhort, Tour Majeſty muſt have none 
either in your Army, or at Court about Tour Perſon, but ſueh 4: 
really believe, and will ſwear to it that Tou are an Idolater. For 
that's the plain Ezgliſh of the Tefl, Now let me ask any in- 
different Man, what ſecurity can a Prince have, who muſt 
keep, none about Him, but ſuch Chriftians, that are fully con- 
vinc'd in their own Judgement, that heis a Pagaz ? If the 
ſame: People made it Penal heretofore in the Reign of King 
Charles II. to call the King 8 Papiſt or Heretich, upon a ſuppo- 
fition that That True Proteſtant Subje# could nox be Faithful to 
the King, if He were ſuſpeted to beany way ingn'd to Popery 
or 


A973 
or Fereſy; what fecurity can they now grve,that the ſame Pro- 

teftants will be true to a Prince who is a declar'd Papiſ#, and 

an Heathen to boot, by a new Article of Faith, which is of 
greater force and value than the 39 that went before. 

But Cfays the Zealons Proteſt ant of the Mother-C hurch) If 
Ton Repeal the Telt, Ton take eway the Bull-wark that defends the 
Ch. for if that were once demoliſh'd, the Enemy would ruſh in,and 
poſſejs all : And it is a delicate Innocent Church, that cannot be 
aſe but in a fortify'd place. I muſt confeſs it is a great Argument 
of her Modeſty, to own her ſelf weak and unable to ſubfiſt 
without the ſupport of Parliamentary Laws, to Hang, Draw 
and Quarter her Oppoſers, and without a co-ercive Power too 
in her ſelf to Fine, and Excommunicate all Recuſants, and Non- 
conformiſts. Prayer, Faſting, Mortification of the Fleſh, and other 
Auſterittes, are not, it ſeems, ſo proper means to remove the 
Fears and Jealouſies of her tender Conſcience ; ſhe muft make 
uſe of more powerful Engines for her own ſecurity, The Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians flouriſh'd under Perſecution for the ſpace of 
300 years; and the Catholicks of theſe Kingdoms, have been 
almoſt continually ſuffering theſe 150 years paſt - If this new 
Proteſtant Church be from God, why ſhould they deſpair of 
the ſame Providence, without being guarded by ſomany Ats 
of Parliament ? Where is the aſſurance that the Apoſtolical 
Church(as they call themſelves) ſhould have in the afhiſtance of 
the Holy GhofF, who is to continue with the true Church till the 
conſummation of the W/orld ? And whatis now become of this 
celebrated Loyalty to the Temporal Prince, which no People 
could have i ſo eminent a degree as thoſe of the Church of 
Englend # It is very remarkable that the Roman C atholicks 
conſtantly adhear'd to King Charles I. when he diſown'd and 
rejected them ; and that the Church of England-Proteitants do 
not now truſt King 7azey IT. when Hle gives them ſo many 
freſh aſfuranees of his Royal Proteftions ; Whereby the vaſt 
difference between the Loyalty of the one, and that of the 
other 1s clearly diſcern'd. 

As for the Teifs themſelves, it is not my province to ſhew 
the 
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the Abſurdities of them in point of Do@rine. For my buſineſs 
is to ſet forth in its own Colours the extraordinary Loyalty of 
theſe Men, who obſtinately maintain a Teft, contriv'd by the 
FaFion, to uſher in the Bill of Excluſion : Though by the 
by, I muſt hold it a great folly, to ſay that Trauſubitantiation 
is not a probable Opinion, at leaſt,confidering the Number and 
Learning of thoſe who maintain it, which is the beſt part of 
Chriftendom : And if it be a probable Opinion,it muſt be a great 
temerety in any Man to ſwear there is no ſuch thing. And ſee- 
ing the Real Preſence of Chriſt's Body in the EuchariF, is con- 
fels'd by the molt Eminent Divines of the Reformation, and by 
the greateſt Prelates and moſt Famous Dofors of the Church of 
England, 1 ſhould think that this new Texet, which makes it 
Idolatry to adore the Divine Body of Chrift,(whether there be a 
Tranſubſtantation,or not,) muſt certainly ſavour more of a Ma- 
hometan, than of Chriftian Dodrine. And it is much admir'd 
(even by ſome of her own Children,) that the Grave and Ma- 
tron-like Church of Exgland, which values her (elf (o much for 
her Antiquity, ſhould be over-fond of a new Point of Faith 
lately broach'd by a Famous A@ of an Infallible Englifh Par- 
liament, conven'd at Weſtminiter,and guided by the Haly.Spi- 
rit of Shaftsbyry. But I doubt there are ſome Parlaments in 
the World, which will not eafily admit this new Article into 
their Creed - Though the Church of Exgland labours ſo much 
to maintain it, as a ſpecial Evidence of her fingular Loyalty. 

So that upon the whole matter the Loys! Charch of Taglope muſt ei- 
ther change her old Principles of Loyalty, and take example by her Ca- 
thelick Neighbours how to behave her (elf towards a Prince who isnot 
of her Perſwaſion ; or ſhe muſt blame none bur her ſelf, if by her ill 
conduc hereafter, ſhe forfeits her Claim to that Royal ProteCtion, 
which was promis'd upon the account of her conſtant Fidelity : For it 
it is an approv'd Axiom in Phyloſaphy, ceſſente cauſa tollitur effens ; and 
we have a common ſaying of our own, so /onger Pipe, no longer, Dance. 
And now let us leave the Holy Mother Church at liberty,to conſult what 
new Meaſures of Zoyalty ſhe ought to take for her owndear Intereſt, 
and for ought I know, it may be worth her ſerious conſideration. 
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